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DERRICK 

 
Origins 

In 2013, Ateliers Louis Moinet presented a brand new watchmaking concept: the Derrick 

Tourbillon. This unprecedented timepiece combined all the fascination of an animated derrick with 

the regular beat of the tourbillon. Its fame has spread worldwide – and of course had its fair share 

of imitations.  

 

Based in Saint-Blaise, Switzerland, Louis Moinet may not be one of the most widely-known names 

in watchmaking, but is undoubtedly recognised as a leader in innovation. And today, the firm is 

delighted to be able to present a modern, minimalist version of its pioneering DERRICK concept. 

 

Technology 

The highly creative oil pumping system adorns the front of the watch. Its uniqueness resides in the 

essentialist ethos of the depiction. Only the traditional, distinctive components of the derrick are 

shown – the main shaft and horse head, the drive shaft, and its counterweight. The result is a 

powerful, minimalist display, with a cycle that repeats three times a minute. Pulling off this technical 

feat required the use of an extremely lightweight, avant-garde material: the automaton has been 

made entirely out of brushed aluminium. It is powered by the watchmaking mechanism itself, which 

thus acts as the driving force for the entire assembly. Two wheels can be seen behind the derrick; 

the one located at six o’clock is used to display the seconds, on a dedicated segment. 
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Design 

While automatons themselves have been in existence since the late seventeenth century, there’s 

no denying that DERRICK is one of the most spectacular ever seen. In a quest for contrast, Louis 

Moinet has chosen to showcase its pioneering system by placing it atop two black-coloured dials. 

The first, with a rather more traditional feel, features a hand-punched surface for a brilliant sheen. 

The second, with more high-tech overtones, offsets the derrick with a woven carbon fibre mesh. 

 

To further accentuate the imposing character of this new creation, the first models are being made 

available in Louis Moinet’s legendary NEO case, cut from polished, satin-effect 5N rose gold. A 

whole host of new technical solutions have gone into the creation of the design – the likes of which 

have never before been seen in watchmaking.  

 

Everything is constructed around two horizontal bridges, spanning the piece and securing the 

strap in place at each end of their lugs. A sapphire crystal on the back of the watch reveals the 

automatic mechanism and its oscillating weight – decorated with a concentric clou de Paris 

pattern. 
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LM-64.50.50 

Limited Edition of 12 watches 

LM-64.50.51 

Limited Edition of 12 watches 
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Technical Details 

 

Louis Moinet 

Ateliers Louis Moinet was founded in Saint-Blaise, Neuchâtel, in 2004. The fully-independent firm was 

established to honour the memory of Louis Moinet (1768-1853): master watchmaker, inventor of the 

chronograph in 1816 (certified by Guinness World RecordsTM), and pioneer in the use of very high 

frequencies (216,000 vibrations per hour). Louis Moinet was a watchmaker, scholar, painter, sculptor, and 

teacher at the School of Fine Arts – as well as the author of the Traité d’Horlogerie, a watchmaking treatise 

published in 1848 that remained a definitive work of reference for a century. Today, Ateliers Louis Moinet is 

perpetuating this legacy. The firm’s timepieces, produced in limited editions only, have won some of the 

most coveted honours, including a UNESCO Award of Merit, five Red Dot Design awards (including one 

Best of the Best award), gold and bronze medals in the Chronometry Competition, eight Good Design 

awards, three Middle East Watch of the Year awards, two Robb Report “Best of the Best” awards, a German 

Design award, a Moscow Grand Prix award, and a “Chronograph of the year” distinction from Begin 

Magazine, Japan. Louis Moinet creations often make use of unusual materials, such as fossils and 

meteorites, combined with bespoke fine watchmaking complications in a unique creative approach. The 

brand’s core values are creativity, exclusivity, art and design. 

 


