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Jean-Marie Schaller honoured with a royal 
distinction in Malaysia 

 
As early as 2011, Ateliers Louis Moinet embarked on a long-term partnership with Malaysia to help 
protect its tropical rainforest. Louis Moinet has contributed to placing the challenge of preserving this 
rainforest – essential for the future of the planet – at the forefront of current environmental concerns, 
along with the country of Malaysia itself.  

The Belum Temengor rainforest, halfway between the east and west coasts of Malaysia, has been 
there for 130 million years, making it one of the oldest in the world. It is the favourite haunt of large 
jungle animals such as the tiger, elephant, and rhinoceros, including 14 mammals under threat of 
extinction: the Malayan tiger, the sun bear, the Sumatra rhinoceros, the lar gibbon, the Asian elephant, 
and others. With its Geograph Rainforest model – honoured with a Red Dot Design Award ‘Best of the 
Best’ distinction – Louis Moinet has contributed to support for the Pulau Banding foundation, which 
works to preserve the forest and analyse its resources. 

The partnership has also given Ateliers Louis Moinet CEO Jean-Marie Schaller the opportunity to meet 
the King of Malaysia and several of his Sultans on a number of occasions.  

Recently, the Raja of Perlis, who was also the 12th King of Malaysia, His Majesty Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin 
ibni Almarhum, decorated Jean-Marie Schaller with the title of “Darjah Seri Sirajuddin Perlis”. This high-
ranking honour seals the special relationship between Jean-Marie Schaller and Malaysia – as well as 
being a mark of distinction for an independent entrepreneur dedicated to the art of watchmaking. 

Jean-Marie Schaller is quite probably the only foreigner ever to have received this prestigious title. 
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About Louis Moinet 
Ateliers Louis Moinet was founded in Saint-Blaise, Neuchâtel, in 2004. The fully-independent firm was established to honour 
the memory of Louis Moinet (1768-1853): master watchmaker, inventor of the chronograph in 1816 (certified by Guinness 
World RecordsTM), and pioneer in the use of very high frequencies (216,000 vibrations per hour). Louis Moinet was a 
watchmaker, scholar, painter, sculptor, and teacher at the School of Fine Arts – as well as the author of Traité d’Horlogerie, a 
watchmaking treatise published in 1848 that remained a definitive work of reference for almost a century. Today, Ateliers 
Louis Moinet is perpetuating this legacy. The firm’s timepieces, produced in limited editions only, have won some of the most 
coveted honours, including a Red Dot Design Award (Best of the Best category), gold and bronze medals in the Chronometry 
Competition, a Robb Report “Best of the Best” award, a “Chronograph of the year” distinction from Begin magazine, Japan, 
and a recent UNESCO Award of Merit. Louis Moinet creations often make use of unusual materials, such as fossils and 
meteorites, combined with bespoke fine watchmaking complications in a unique creative approach. The brand’s core values 
are creativity, exclusivity, art and design. 

 


