





Let me tell you a story...

“Destiny has given me the privilege of rediscovering the
treasures of Louis Moinet and sharing them with the world.

Thanks to our passion, our small watchmaking firm has taken
up a noble challenge: elevating this once-famous name to the
watchmaking pantheon.

Our watches are brimming with emotion. If you listen closely,
you’ll hear Louis Moinet’s heart beating in every one of them.”

Jean-Marie Schaller
Owner & Creative Director

Louis Moinet has received a Merit for Development award from the
International Institute for Promotion and Prestige (IIPP), joining previous
award-winners including NASA, Porsche and Microsoft.






ARTS

1768 | Birth of
Louis Moinet

Louis Moinet was born in Bourges in
1768. During his studies, he quickly
distinguished himself by his mastery of
classical subjects, and he regularly took
first place in academic competitions.

While still a child, he developed a
passion for watchmaking and spent
all his free time with a master-
watchmaker. An Ttalian painter also
gave him private drawing lessons.

1788 | Master of Art

By the time he was 20, Louis Moinet
dreamed constantly of Italy, the
classic land of fine arts. He lived
for five years in Rome, studying
architecture, sculpture and painting.
He became acquainted with members
of the Académie de France, which
encompassed some of the finest artists
of the time.

He then moved from Rome to
Florence, where he learned the art of
fine stone engraving in a workshop
placed at his disposal by Count
Manfredini, Minister of the Grand
Duke of Tuscany. He also did several
paintings there.

1795 | Professor of fine
arts

Upon returning to Paris, Louis Moinet
was appointed Professor of the
Académie des Beaux-Arts, in the
Louvre.

He became a member of several
scholarly and artistic societies and
cooperated with eminent artists
such as the astronomer Lalande,
the bronzier Thomire, and Robert-
Houdin, the skilled automaton-maker
who is regarded as the “renovator of
magical art”.



1800 | A reference in
Haute Horlogerie

In parallel, he pursued his theoretical
and practical study of horology, the
art for which he already nurtured a
passion. He renewed contact with
his former teacher, and the student
quickly became the master.

Watchmaking occupied his entire
time from 1800 onwards. He spent
long periods in Switzerland, from the
Jura mountains to the Joux valley. He
met many famous watchmakers there,
including Jacques-Frédéric Houriet,
and acquired his horological tools and
instruments.

Moinet himself was described by his
peers as a “gifted artist”, an “eminent

scholar” and “a specialist in
transcendent horology”.

President of the
Société Chronométrigue

Louis Moinet was appointed
as the President of the Société
Chronométrique de Paris (Chronometry
Society of Paris) whose members
included some of the greatest talents
of the era, and whose avowed
purpose was “the development and
encouragement of watchmaking, one
of the finest sciences of the human
mind”.

Within this setting, he cultivated ties
with his fellow members including
Abraham-Louis  Breguet, Louis
Berthoud, Antide Janvier, Louis-
Frédéric Perrelet, Joseph Winnerl, as
well as Vulliamy, who served as the
King’s Watchmaker in London.

1815 - 1823 | Work with
Breguet

Louis Moinet worked closely with the
great Abraham-Louis Breguet, over
a period of many years, acting in the
capacity of close friend, confidant and
intimate advisor.

The two men shared the same passion
for the art of horology.




Unprecedented concepts

The work of Louis Moinet includes
alarm  watches, regulators and
astronomical watches. As the inventor
of unprecedented concepts, he devised
some truly astonishing mechanisms.
For example, several of his pocket-
watch calibres boasted unusual
arrangements of the components such
as with the whole set of gears built
around the same pinion.

Moreover, he invented a mainspring
that improved the rating of the
watch — a spring he poetically
described as being a “half-ripe cherry
red” colour when fired in the kiln. He
also developed a new balance-cock
that facilitated winding.
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INVENTOR OF THE
CHRONOGRAPH
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High-frequency pioneer

The chronograph’s balance beats at
216,000 vibrations an hour, meaning
at the then unimaginable frequency of
30Hz. To put that into perspective, the
usual balance frequency in a modern
wristwatch is 28,800 v/h or 4Hz.

Louis Moinet is thus the father of
high-frequency time measurement,
although it was not until exactly a
century later that a watch was made
which surpassed his record.

Most accurate time
dev

e of its time

In the 19th century, watchmakers
sought to increase the precision
with which they could measure
time by increasing the frequency of
their watches. By 1820 the generally
accepted limit was time measurement
to the tenth of a second.

Moinet’s Compteur de Tierces (thirds
timer) was thus by far the most precise
instrument of its period, measuring
time six times more accurately than
the norm. Moinet’s division of time
into sixtieths of a second is another
historical achievement that places
him among the great contributors to
modern watchmaking.

Reset function

The stop, start and reset functions for
the central hand are controlled
by two buttons, which qualifies it
as a chronograph in the modern
sense, although the term was coined
much later. The reset function was
revolutionary for the time.

Until recently, it had been thought
that the reset function dated from
Adolphe Nicole’s patent of 1862.
However, Louis Moinet had in fact
invented the reset function half a
century earlier for his Compteur de
Tierces, completed in 1816.













Catherine Palace, Saint-Petersburg
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1848 | Lépine watch

Lépine watch that Louis Moinet had
acquired in order to produce this
technical drawing.
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The Ateliers Louis Moinet are at
Saint-Blaise near Neuchatel in the
heart of Switzerland’s watchmaking
area. This independent company was

established in 2004 by Jean-Marie
Schaller with the aim of producing
watches in the spirit of Louis Moinet:
a blend of art and technology.
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BLACK GOLD DERRICK is a

tourbillon featuring an animated

derrick. The entite movement
represents the drilling process.

The barrel at 9 o’clock is in constant
rotation, symbolising the successful
extraction and marking the seconds.
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DERRICK TOURBILLON is an

engineered tourbillon with the

powerful majesty of a fully working
representation of an oil derrick.

This unique mechanism is in constant
motion and completes a pumping
cycle every 15 seconds. It is visually
counterbalanced by the 60-second
tourbillon at 6 o’clock, which is
supported by a distinctive two-armed

bridge.

The dial is entirely adorned with a
“Cotes du Jura” pattern.
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VERTALOR’s character lies in its
sculpted case surrounding the dial
revealing the technical beauty of the
tourbillon.

The latter is positioned at six o’clock.
The tourbillon bar crosses the dial
vertically and is entirely crafted in 18K

gold.
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METROPOLIS is an eminently
modern creation. Its urban look stems
from an original and avant-garde
aesthetic.

The case has been designed around
openworked transverse bridges. The
hour-markers are suspended above
the dial, mysteriously frozen in space
by a daring technique.
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MECANOGRAPH  reflects  the
synergies between a Manufacture-
made chronometer-certified movement
and the unmistakably modern
Louis Moinet aesthetic.

Its appealing visual balance is based
on twin faces highlighting the
mechanical sophistication of the
automatic openworked movement
on one side, and the elegance of the
“Cotes du Jura” decor on the other.
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